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SUSTAINABILITY NEWS
Promoting community well-being by meeting the needs of the present without compromising the future

Wellspring Program

100% Renewable Energy for City of Burnsville
The City of Burnsville has a goal to achieve 100% renewable energy for all electricity use for
City owned facilities by 2030. To move toward that goal, the City is participating in
the Wellspring program from Dakota Electric Association. The Wellspring program
provides businesses with a meaningful way to support sustainable energy efforts.
The City will offset 100% of our Dakota Electric Association conventional energy
use with renewable energy. In the future the City also will be looking to meet this
goal with our Xcel energy use.
Energy Reduction
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EV Charging
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The City of Burnsville installed
three EV charging stations
around the Heart of the City.
On average, an electric vehicle
creates half as much carbon
pollution as a gas-powered
vehicle.
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From July 2019 – Oct 2021 895 vehicles have used the charging stations, saving over 7,000 kgs of greenhouse gas emissions.

The new fire truck has a traditional diesel engine to
get to a scene, but when it gets there, that engine shuts
down and all of the apparatus is run off of the battery.
This saves hours of idling. There are many benefits
to reduced idling including fuel savings, greenhouse
gas reductions, less fumes for firefighters, less noise, less
maintenance and longer engine life.
Climate Resiliency

Home Energy Squad Program
To help reduce energy use and save money on utility bills,
the City of Burnsville is paying half the cost for a Home
Energy Squad visit for the first 200 residents who schedule.
This program is a part of the Intercity Home Energy
Squad® Challenge that was formed to identify energysaving opportunities. By learning about their home energy
use, residents can improve home comfort through small
changes and be better stewards of resource. Burnsville is
one of 22 participating cities. To learn more and to schedule your visit call 651-328-6220 or
visit mncee.org/hes.

Organics Drop-off Site

One third of our trash is made of organic material. Working in
partnership with Dakota County, the City of Burnsville developed
an Organics Drop-off site, located on Civic Center Parkway.
Residents reduce trash by bringing food scraps to the Organics
Drop-off. A commercial compost site then converts it to a soil
amendment. To learn more or sign up call 952-891-7557
or email organics@co.dakota.mn.us
Waste Reduction

Market Garden
Designed to expand initiatives to a
new demographic, the Market Garden
provides education and internship
opportunities for youth.
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Grow Burnsville

●

Teaches interns to plant, maintain
and harvest small-scale crop
production and distribute
the produce to community
organizations

●

In future years, the program may include creating sales for farmers markets and other
retail outlets

Natural Resource
Conservation

Sprouting New Roots for the Community
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Grow Burnsville is a program that aims to build a long-term solution to help solve the
rising challenge of food inequity in our community by increasing opportunities for locally
grown produce with high nutritional value. The program was funded by a grant from the
US Conference of Mayors and the American Beverage Foundation for a Healthy America.
In 2021, three gardens were installed.

Efficient Use of
Infrastructure, Land

Sustainable Food Systems

Food Forest
The City of Burnsville’s forest garden
contains over 30 varieties of edible
plants.
●

Add nutrients to the soil

●

Attract pollinators

●

Grow year after year without
fertilizer or pesticides

●

Be available for anyone to
harvest once the produce is
ready to eat

Community Garden
Built on our existing Community Garden infrastructure, plots are available to
individuals to produce fruit, vegetables, herbs and/or flowers. Learn more about
the Crosstown East Community Garden and how to rent a plot,
visit burnsvillemn.gov/grow.
●

Physical and mental well-being

●

Contributing to a sense of community

●

Connecting to the environment

●

Establishing a cover crop on unused portions of the garden

●

Growing your own food

