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Let’s Play!

Register for Recreation programs at registration.burnsvillemn.gov
or by phone at 952-895-4500.
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Youth Ice Fishing

Are you hooked on fishing? Craving to catch fish? Fishing For All
LLC will be coming out to Lac Lavon Lake to teach youth anglers
the art of ice fishing. Learn about all different kinds of fish and
the baits used to catch them. Please make sure to dress for the
weather. All equipment will be provided.
Who:
When:
Where:

Ages 4 – 13
Saturday, Feb. 5, 10 a.m. – noon
Lac Lavon Park, 15501 Lac Lavon Drive
(meet at lakefront)
Cost:
$30
Registration Open Until Filled

Polar Fest paired with the Ice Center 50th celebration

Join us outside for the coolest festival in Burnsville, for sledding, bonfires, music
and more! This year’s Polar Fest is partnered with the Burnsville Ice Center’s
50th anniversary celebration with hockey games, activities, vendors and fun
happening all day long inside the ice arena! (see page 19 for more)
There will also be a variety of vendors, face painting, a balloon artist, DJ
entertainment, prize drawings throughout the day and food trucks!
When:
Where:
Cost:

Saturday, Feb. 5, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Civic Center Park, right outside the Burnsville Ice Center
FREE fun for everyone!

State of the City Address
Burnsville Mayor Elizabeth Kautz will deliver the State of the
City Address at the Ames Center on Monday, April 18.
We invite you to attend in-person or watch remotely through
Burnsville Community Media. We will have additional details as
the date nears. Watch for State of the City updates online at
www.burnsvillemn.gov/sotc.

More meeting and event
details on the City
calendar at
www.burnsvillemn.gov.
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In 2021, we invited you to share your experience, feedback, impressions and ideas in a comprehensive residential
and business survey. The survey was conducted by an independent, professional research organization to ensure
outreach equality and statistically valid responses.
A Look at Key Residential Survey Results
There are three common themes in survey comments on
what residents like most about Burnsville.
1. Parks: People love the parks and outdoor
recreation opportunities
2. Location: Residents like that they are close to
big cities with easy access to main highways
3. Convenience: The ease of travel to different
places, activities and area amenities
When it comes to prioritizing enhancements for future budget and planning discussions, comment themes include:
1. Eager to see improved school ratings and programs for kids to engage in
2. Mentions of the taste of water and perceived water quality
3. Road improvements within City limits
Community Image
Residents place an emphasis on activities for children and older adults, local businesses, amenities for visitors, our
sustainability efforts, biking and walking, and feel that Burnsville is a place that celebrates diversity and inclusiveness.
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Your community. Your voice. Your Burnsville.

Community Survey Results

Benchmark Comparisons
We took a look at how our responses
compare. We are pleased to learn that
Burnsville exceeds benchmarks for similarsized cities in the Midwest and at a
national level in key areas, including:
• Public safety
• Transportation
• City management
• Events
• Parks and Recreation

A Look at Key Business Survey Results
There were three themes in survey comments on things
Burnsville does well to attract and retain business.
1. Location: Easy access to consumers in
surrounding suburbs
2. Community: Programs and events in the City
keep businesses feeling involved and able to
assist the community itself
3. Affordability: Businesses are able to
expand their reach and contributions to the
surrounding area without breaking the bank
When it comes to prioritizing future improvements, businesses find the most value in road improvements, increased
police efforts and a continued focus on value for taxes paid.
Interested in learning more?
View additional results and the presentation to City Council at www.burnsvillemn.gov/survey.
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SALT
A little goes a long way.
De-ice your walkways sparingly
as excess salt can be harmful to
surfaces and the environment.

FIRE HYDRANTS
Be sure to clear at least three feet
of snow around every hydrant.
See a neglected hydrant in your
neighborhood? Adopt it!

DRIVE SAFE
Minnesotans know winter driving
like no other, however, we all can
become victim to slippery road
conditions like black ice. Slow
down, use caution and plan ahead.

FREEZING PIPES
For prevention, keep the
thermostat at a consistent
temperature and never lower than
55°F when away. For a long-term
solution add insulation. Never use
a blow torch to thaw.

KEEP STREETS CLEAR
Help us help you! Our crews
need room to plow. A two-inch
snowfall = no on-street parking,
regardless of time of day.

HOME ADDRESS
NUMBERS
Visibility is key — night and day.
Be sure numbers can be seen
from the road and are at least 4"
high. Winter is a great time to trim
greenery that will flourish and
block visibility prior to spring.

PREVENT
WINTER FIRES
Stay warm safely. Keep portable
heaters 3’ from anything
flammable and turn off when
exiting a room or going to sleep.
Clear vents and escape routes of
any ice, snow and debris.

WASTE BINS
BEHIND THE CURB
Back up those bins. Unplowed
snow makes roadways tough
to navigate and can lead to ice
ridges which can be damaging
to equipment.
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2022 Budget Adoption

Toward Community and Organizational Health
In December, the Burnsville City Council adopted the 2022 Budget, including a tax levy increase of 4.8% compared
to the previous year. This year’s budget makes important investments in both the organization and broader community,
while also further aligning existing resources with the visions, values and strategic priorities of the Council.
The 2022 Budget places an emphasis on several new and continuing initiatives to guide our financial planning and a
steady path forward.

New and Continuing Initiatives
Community
Visioning Process
Priority-Based
Budgeting

Community-Involved
Budgeting

The General Fund is the largest fund and supports
the majority of City operation. Key areas of focus
2-Year
accounted for in the General Fund:
Budget Cycle
• Behavioral health and community engagement
Personnel Strategic
in public safety
Planning
• Increased prioritization of Communications &
Community Engagement Strategic Plan
Code Review
• You Belong Here initiatives
Task Force
• Investment in Belonging and Inclusion
• Comprehensive code review
Facilities Plan
Phase 3
• Focus on organizational development
• Elections
Personnel costs make up approximately three quarters
of the overall expenses in the General Fund. There
is a 5% increase over 2021 in this portion of the
budget which includes changes in benefits and staff
wage increases.

Beginning in 2022 and running through 2024, $2 million per year of the $8.04 American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grant
will be used to mitigate cost increases in the General Fund. Supplemental ARPA funding and additional refinements
result in a lower levy increase for each of the next three years.

Dive into the Numbers!
Our Budget Transparency Portal gives you a live look into city finances. And watch for our Planning Dashboard when
start the 2023 budget process in late spring.

www.burnsvillemn.gov/budget
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Let’s Skate, Sled & Ski!
Looking for outdoor skating options? Burnsville offers 11 sites!
Warming Houses
• Neill Park, 13501 Upton Ave
• North River Hills Park, 11501 19th Ave
• Paha Sapa Park, 15016 Chicago Ave S
Rinks with Push Button Activation Lights
Simply push the timer button to activate the lights and wait 10
minutes for lights to turn on at these parks.
• Highland Forest Park, 12920 Upton Ave
• Knob Hill Park, 1317 Knob Hill Lane
• Northview Park, 14831 Deerwood Dr
• Red Oak Park, 12100 River Hills Dr
• South River Hills Park, 11514 River Hills Dr
• Terrace Oaks East Park, 12650 Parc Dr
• Timberland Park, 205 Harold Dr
• Vista View Park, 1501 Circle Lane
Neill Park offers a fantastic sledding hill with lights on until 9 p.m. most nights. And we have groomed cross country ski
trails at Terrace Oaks Park, Alimagnet Park and Kraemer Nature Preserve.

2022 RESIDENTIAL
UTILITY RATES

Average Household Cost
(based on 5,000 gallon usage)

WATER

METER BASE

SEWER BASE

SEWER

per 1,000 gallons

ﬂat fee

ﬂat fee

per 1,000 gallons

$2.32

+ .07¢
from 2021

$9.26

+ .44¢
from 2021

$6.25

+ .30¢
from 2021

$4.05

+ .19¢
from 2021

Storm Water Base (+$0.25)

$7.45

Major Roadway Lighting

$0.34

Sidewalk & Trail (+$0.01)

$0.19

Street Lighting*

$2.86

State Surcharge

$0.81

Sidewalk Snowplow** (+$0.05)

$1.82

Water
Meter Base
Sewer
Sewer Base
Storm Water
State Surcharge
Major Roadway Lighting
Street Lighting*
Sidewalk & Trail
Sidewalk Snowplow**

$11.60
$9.26
$20.25
$6.25
$7.45
$0.81
$0.34
$2.86
$0.19
$1.82

Total

$60.83

+2.35 (+4.02%) from 2021 average

*Only for properties with continuous street lighting. | **Only for properties adjacent to a sidewalk.
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Brent Murray Named Burnsville Officer of the Year
Sgt. Brent Murray has been a member of the Burnsville
Police Department since 2002. After 19 years of service,
his many accomplishments and demonstration of the
department’s core values have distinguished him as an
exemplary officer and earned Murray the honor of being
named Burnsville’s 2021 Officer of the Year.
“Sgt. Murray is an outstanding leader who is universally
respected by his staff,” said one of Murray’s fellow
officers. “The entire patrol division looks to him as a
resource due to his exceptional knowledge of law, case
law and police procedure.”
During his time with the Burnsville Police Department,
Murray served as a Patrol Officer for four years, an
Investigator for three years and has been a Sergeant for
the past 12 years. Murray has received 10 Distinguished
Service Awards and 4 Meritorious Service Awards.

Brent Murray has been a member of the Burnsville Police
Department for 19 years.

“Sgt. Murray is an incredibly valuable leader in our
organization,” said Burnsville Police Chief Tanya Schwartz.
“He is well-respected among his peers and serves with compassion and honor every day.”
Murray’s fellow officers regard him as calm and professional even during high-pressure situations. His co-workers
describe him as humble and he continuously seeks ways to improve himself even with his many years of experience
and expertise.
Murray’s everyday actions represent the department’s core values: Honor, Courage, Excellence, Knowledge and
Integrity. It is for these reasons the Burnsville Police Department is proud to announce Burnsville Police Sgt. Brent Murray
as Burnsville’s 2021 Police Officer of the Year.
For more information visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/officer.
In Burnsville, we believe in a community
focus. Safety, community engagement,
community development, sustainability,
transportation and infrastructure, and
organizational services are the foundation
for our initiatives, activities and efforts.

Focus on Burnsville
our 2021 report to the community
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We invite you to take a look back at some
of our 2021 highlights in this year’s Focus
on Burnsville, our report to the community.
View Focus on Burnsville at
burnsvillemn.gov/communityreport.

Firefighter/Paramedic Jared Haider is Burnsville
Firefighter of the Year
The Burnsville Fire Department is proud to announce Burnsville Firefighter/
Paramedic Jared Haider as Burnsville’s 2020 Firefighter of the Year.
Haider has been a member of the Burnsville Fire Department for four years,
and his fellow firefighters know him as someone who exemplifies many quality
traits that are needed to be a great firefighter and paramedic. He is well
respected and is known for hard work ethic and willingness to help others.
“Jared has logged many hours in the public education and has put together
videos that the department can be proud of for years to come,” said one of
Haider’s crew members.
Selfless is one of the first words they use to describe him. He steps up to assist
the shift with any task and brings training to the table that benefits everyone.
When it comes to emergency calls, he is fast and efficient, and always acts in
the best interest of the patient in any circumstance.
“Jared is a top performing firefighter/paramedic,” said Burnsville Fire Chief BJ
Jungmann. “Beyond his firefighter/paramedic duties Jared is passionate about Jared Haider has been with Burnsville
the health and wellness of not only the community but his fellow firefighters.
Fire for four years.
Jared leads our peer support team who provides emotional support for the
members of the department. Jared is always caring and compassionate, being
there for everyone no matter what they have going on.”
Burnsville’s 48-member career fire and ambulance service is committed and dedicated to preserving life, safety and
property in the community. Haider regularly demonstrates these values and the Burnsville Fire Department is proud to
honor him as Firefighter/Paramedic of the Year.
The Firefighter/Paramedic of the Year is always chosen in the fall of the following year (e.g. 2020 announced in fall 2021).
For more information about Burnsville Fire and Emergency Medical Services visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/fire.

During a fire, every second counts. Save our firefighters valuable time by making sure they have access to the nearest fire
hydrant. After each snowfall, clear a three-foot area around the hydrant and a three-foot path to the street.
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Congratulations to the 2021 Community Builder
Award Winners for Contributing to a Vibrant City!
Buck Hill Ski Patrol
This group of approximately 80 volunteers collectively provide more than
5,000 hours annually and contribute significantly to the safety and care
of guests at the Buck Hill Ski and Snowboard area. The Buck Hill Ski Patrol
reaches out to community members willing to dedicate a significant amount of
time. The minimum volunteer contribution is 30 hours a month during the winter
season and most volunteers exceed this amount.
Dee Petersen, International Festival of Burnsville
Dee Petersen started volunteering for the International Festival of Burnsville in
2015 and provides countless hours of support. Dee’s dedication to cultivating
essential sponsor relationships has been vital to the festival’s success. We are
so very grateful for the lasting impact that she has made.
Debbie Beck, Free Book Buggie
The Free Book Buggie is a growing nonprofit organization staffed entirely by
more than 200 volunteers to collect new and gently used children’s books, sorting
them by reading levels and distributing them to children of low income and
resource-challenged households. Under Debbie’s leadership, they have shared
more than 200,000 books by partnering with organizations such as the Burnsville
Police and Recreation, School District 191 and 360 Communities.
Jim and Nancy Norlen, residents
Just about every week, Jim and Nancy get their canoe out and load it up with
garbage bags and hooks. They paddle around Earley Lake picking up pounds
of litter and plastics. Whether it is 40 degrees or 90 degrees, the Norlens are
out there “fishing” for litter! Jim and Nancy are strong community advocates for
keeping the lake clean and partner with the City and the state DNR to serve
as an official depth and clarity monitors.
Laurie Thulien, Burnsville Rotary
Laurie has served our community as a member of the Burnsville Rotary over
the past 10 years, sharing her energy and positivity in every aspect. Laurie
has been the Secretary, Social Chair and head of the Sunshine Committee,
supporting members in need. Her outreach includes partnering with numerous
organizations including 360 Communities, Kids N Kinship, the school district, Kids
of Summer, Lewis House, Can-do Canines, Open Arms and many more.
Joe Albackten, resident
Joe regularly goes the extra mile to help those facing food scarcities by taking
his truck to both Aldis in Burnsville for short-dated food. A typical run fills his
pickup truck which he delivers to Prince of Peace Mission Outpost so that it can
be made available to those who are in need. His behind-the-scenes efforts
provide a needed resource for those who are facing a financial hardship.
Nominator Skip Nienhus accepting
award on Joe’s behalf
The Community Builder Award began in 1998 and is presented by City Council to individuals, organizations and businesses
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Maryan Ali, ISD 191
Maryan Ali is the Somali cultural liaison at three local schools. She works closely with
families and is an advocate for the importance of mentorship, strong community ties,
and creating a better future for those new to our country. A recent project “We’ve
Got You Covered!” is one of many ways she is addressing community needs and
her plans include incorporating culturally appropriate sports uniforms and stocking
school stores with hijabs and modest clothing.
Miranda Noll, Dakota Child and Family Clinic
Dakota Child and Family Clinic, led by Executive Director Miranda Noll, responded
quickly to the county’s request for COVID testing. In the past year, they have
completed about 10,000 barrier-free tests, thanks to more than 150 volunteers
and staff. They also began delivering emergency food bags to those in need and
finding county grants to help monitor the mental health of those quarantined.
Molly Gerhke, resident
Molly is a long-time Burnsville community volunteer. She is the community
outreach manager at Dakota Child and Family Clinic and helps run COVID-19
testing. For the past five years, Molly has volunteered weekly at William Byrne
Elementary and helps organize her neighborhood Night to Unite. Molly has also
served on the Dakota County League of Women Votes for the past two years.
Pastor John Gordon, Spirit of Truth Church
Pastor John worked hand-in-hand with City staff to create an inaugural Burnsville
Juneteenth celebration. Pastor John’s insights and guidance shaped the event into
one of significant meaning and cultural impact. Together we enjoyed intentional
conversations, meaningful readings and incredible entertainment. Additional
community partners include the Dakota County Library, the Black Student Union,
Target and our School District 191 Superintendent.
Sandra Schlaefer, Kids ‘n Kinship volunteer
Sandra builds community by being a volunteer mentor to a teen through the Kids
‘n Kinship program. In addition, her family partnered for Burnsville’s Music in
the Park event for six years. She also served on the Vineyard Community Food
Shelf board and previously with the Burnsville Chamber of Commerce, the Ames
Commission and the Heart of the City Design Review committee.
Ted Redmond, paleBLUEdot, LLC
Ted’s consulting firm is dedicated to helping organizations improve in the areas
of sustainability and climate adaptation. Ted has advised the City’s sustainability
plan update and climate adaptation plan. Ted has also been instrumental in
developing the Grow Burnsville concept and laying the foundation for its lasting
impact on our community.
Dakota County Library, Chad Lubbers and staff
In 2021, Chad Lubbers, the Burnhaven Library Manager, partnered with multiple
events including our brand-new Juneteenth and Pride celebrations. Chad was
essential in providing resources and brainstorming new ideas. The library even used
grant funding to pay for entertainment at Juneteenth and Friday Night Boogie. The
Burnhaven Library staff truly care about creating a place where everyone belongs.
that make contributions that build community and make a lasting impact: www.burnsvillemn.gov/communitybuilder.
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Winter Salting Best Practices

Too much

Salt helps create slip-free sidewalks. Unfortunately, it also pollutes
our local waterways, especially when over-applied. Using the right
amount will keep sidewalks and driveways safe while reducing
pollution in the process. Here are other tips for ways to reduce your
pollution while still maintaining safety:
•
•

Just right
How much is too much? Aim for 3-inch spaces
between salt granules. Pick up a salt cup from
City Hall to help you measure the right amount.

•
•

Remove snow early, when it is still easy to shovel
Do not over-apply salt. A 12-ounce mug should cover an area
the size of two parking spaces. Use a shaker or hand crank to
apply salt evenly
Use sand, especially below 15 degrees. Some salt products
do not work in extreme cold
Sweep up excess salt and sand, and reuse it at the next snow

Landscaping for Clean Water Workshops
Registration begins soon for the annual Landscaping for Clean Water Workshops, hosted by the Dakota County Soil
and Water Conservation District. Participants learn how to design and install landscaping projects that are beautiful
and help protect water quality, like rain gardens and restored shorelines.
This FREE introductory workshop is geared toward Dakota County residents, but is open to all. No experience is
necessary to attend! The workshop will be online and held on multiple dates this spring.
Make sure to get notified when 2022 registration opens by signing up at www.dakotaswcd.org. You don’t want to miss it!

Apply for the 2022 Rain Garden Grant Program
The City of Burnsville offers grants of up to $1,000 for residents
who add a rain garden, shoreline restoration or native planting to
their property. Individuals, neighborhood groups and community
organizations are eligible to apply.
Want to strengthen your application? Attending a Landscaping for
Clean Water workshop can help!
Applications are due by Sunday, May 8. To download an application or
for more information visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/WQGrant.
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The Dangers of Radon
January is National Radon Action Month and serves an as annual reminder to take action to combat the leading cause
of lung cancer among nonsmokers in the United States. In Minnesota, two out of five homes have radon levels that pose
a significant health risk.
So what is radon?
Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas given off by soils containing uranium. Radon is colorless and odorless. It
can enter your home through cracks and crevices in your basement into your indoor air environment. It can even be in
your well water. When inhaled, radon gas can damage or mutate cells in the lungs and cause lung cancer. Radon gas
has been linked to the death of 21,000 American annually from lung cancer.

Radon can impact your life and your family. Detection is easy. Prevention is easy. Facing a cancer diagnosis is not.
There are 5 simple things that you can do during National Radon Action Month.
1. Test your home. Free test kits are available to Dakota County residents
2. Attend a National Radon Action month event in your area. Home remodeling shows often have radon
informational booths or licensed contractors to help you
3. Tell your friends and family about radon’s dangers
4. Spend time during this month to encourage others to learn about radon and to test their homes
5. Find a variety of radon homeowner guides, including building new construction, at epa.gov/radon
Dakota County residents can pick up a free radon test kit at the Western Service Center Public Health Office, second
floor, located at 14955 Galaxie Avenue, Apple Valley.
For more information on testing for radon or to request a radon test kit, contact the Dakota County Public Health
Department at 952-891-7500 or visit the Minnesota Department of Health website at health.state.mn.us/radon.
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Business Spotlight:
Stunning Beauty
What is a small business? According to the Small
Business Association, a small business has 500
employees or less. In Minnesota, more than 94%
of businesses are much smaller, with less than 50
employees. A small business can be anything from a corner
store to a manufacturing company. Although they are called
small, these businesses have a BIG impact in our community.
In recent years, small businesses were responsible for 52% of private jobs overall. In
Burnsville, we are fortunate to be home to a variety of businesses. In fact, there are
more than 2,000 women-owned firms and more than 1,000 minority-owned firms.
As we celebrate Black History Month in February, we wanted to highlight Stunning
Beauty Supply owned by Henrietta Smaller, as one of these amazing small
businesses. After 14 years of beauty experience Smaller was able to open
Henrietta Smaller opened Stunning
Stunning Beauty Supply in Burnsville in April of 2021. Smaller chose Burnsville so
Beauty Supply last spring.
that her clients and future customers could have access to specialized products south
of the river. Her passion for customer service and her extensive knowledge is evident based on her customer reviews.
As a recent recipient of two grants – a MicroGrant and the Comcast RISE grant, which awarded 100 small businesses
owned by people of color with $10,000 – she will now be able to get signage, marketing materials and a new
computer. She is currently managing everything from her cell phone so she’s very excited about the computer as it will
make running a business much easier.
“Burnsville has been a perfect location for our business for the convenience of our customers that have to drive to the
inner city for beauty supply products due to the lack of locations in the Dakota county area,” Smaller shared.
“This wonderful opportunity is a positive aspect to my business and the Burnsville community. Not only will we be
able to reach more future prospects, we’ll also be able to add a few employees to the team. It feels great to know
someone believes in me and my dream.”
Her retail location is in the Earley Lake Office Park at 1705 Southcross Dr W #110. She also has an online store,
www.shopstunning.com, that features all her products for purchase, with personal home delivery.

Welcome to These New Burnsville Businesses
•
•
•
•
•

Flourish Business Solutions
Von Lucy
Karen Asian Thai Food
NurTechnik
Un Mundo Nuevo
Spanish Academy

•
•
•
•
•

Dakota Supply Group
MSI Metro Sales Inc
Poly-Tex
Stagecoach Storage
Healthsource
Chiropractic

•
•
•
•

PODS
Suite Living
Senior Care
Mexitalian Pizzeria
Hannah’s Paradise

If you have a new business in Burnsville contact Economic Development Specialist Beth Weber at
952-895-4455 or beth.weber@burnsvillemn.gov to schedule a welcome visit.
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Burnsville Center Village
Redevelopment Vision
The Burnsville Center Village vision continues to progress
toward a desired amenity for the community and the region
with plans for residential, hotel, and both commercial and
non-commercial space. The approval of special legislation now
allows the City to establish redevelopment districts within the
Burnsville Center area to aid in funding additional connections
such as a bridge or tunnel. In conjunction, Dakota County is preparing a long-term vision for County Road 42 to review
safety, mobility, access and multi-modal transportation options, as well as planning for future traffic and growth.
The City was recently awarded grants to fund a new I-35W southbound off-ramp to Buck Hill Road and the Burnsville
Center Redevelopment Area for additional access. In addition, the City finalized an Alternative Urban Areawide
Review to understand the environmental implications of future redevelopment of the Burnsville Center region.
A few recent changes to development in the Center Village area include:
• Burnsville Marketplace saw the addition of the relocated TJ Maxx/Homegoods and a new Sierra Trading store
• Unnamed grocery store to go in the former TJ Maxx space at Cobblestone Court
• Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers to be located at the former Pier 1 site
• Banfield Pet Hospital to move into former Burger Jones space in Aurora Village

Now Open: Metro Transit Orange Line
In early December, we partnered with Metro Transit to celebrate the new METRO Orange Line,
a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) line that connects Minneapolis, Richfield, Bloomington and Burnsville
along I-35W. The Orange Line provides frequent, all-day service in
both directions, seven days a week.
The Nicollet Commons Park celebration, a short walk from the Heart of the City Station,
featured food trucks, booths from local businesses and community organizations, and more.
Learn more about the Orange Line at www.metrotransit.org/orangeline.

t Area
Financing
Housing
Improvement Area Financing

ons

e
ment

Did you know...
The City has financing available for Homeowner’s Associations to complete work in common areas. Want to see if your
association qualifies? Contact Regina.Dean@burnsvillemn.gov or 952-895-4453.
What are housing improvement areas?
A housing improvement area (HIA) is a defined area in a city in which housing
improvements in condominium or townhome complexes may be financed with
the assistance of the city, or the city’s economic development authority (EDA)
or housing and redevelopment authority (HRA).
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Burnsville Ice Center

Cheers to 50 Years!
Opened in 1972, the iconic Burnsville Ice Arena (BIC)
turns 50 this year and there is plenty to celebrate.
The Heart of Burnsville Hockey
While the Ice Center serves as home to our skaters young
and old, to many it is much more. This where many first
learn to skate, score their first goals, make memories,
form life-long friendships and contribute to the welcoming
community-created atmosphere.
“The variety of activities makes the Burnsville Ice Center
a facility for people of all ages to meet and socialize,”
describes Garrett Beck, Burnsville’s Parks, Recreation
and Facilities Director. “It provides our community with a
safe, fun gathering place for adults, parents, children and
teenagers to meet new friends, reconnect with old ones
and know that they always have that second-home.”

Burnsville voters approved a $950,000 bond issue for the
construction of an indoor ice center in July 1971.
“We are lucky to have such a nice facility in our
community where we feel comfortable, and we are
fortunate that our kids get to grow up here,” describes
Katie W., hockey parent and frequent visitor.
And Jason S., parent of two hockey players sums it up
best: “The Burnsville Ice Center has the best ice in the
Twin Cities.”

Burnsville High School Hockey takes to the ice before their
game on Dec. 14, 2021.
This facility receives continuous praise for its smooth
ice, friendly staff and cleanliness. With some families
spending close to 240 days of the year at the Ice Center,
parents know it best.
“Attention to detail does not go unnoticed,” says Scott R.,
a parent and hockey coach.
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Catches-the-Eye Aesthetics
The Ice Center stands out in many fashions, but its
aesthetics really makes an impression on regular skaters
and visitors alike. Varsity hockey player Simon R. sums
up the BIC’s aesthetics in a youthful fashion by noting
the vaulted cedar wood ceilings. “This place feels like a
cathedral. So sick.”
(Side note, “sick” is a positive thing in teen slang!)

Going Green
With the City’s innovative sustainability efforts, the Ice Center is no
exception. In 2010, the Ice Center went through a major five-milliondollar renovation with goals to conserve energy, reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and shrink annual maintenance costs.
Dean Mulso, Burnsville’s Ice Center and Facilities Manager, shares
that about seven years of research was completed prior to the major
overhaul. Though many changes remain invisible to the naked eye,
these renovations continuously propel the City closer to its renewable
energy goals. The innovative geothermal-based energy system, for
example, is used to cool the arena’s ice sheets as well as to heat and
cool the building. Geothermal energy is a renewable energy source
and a reliable source of power.

Dean Mulso has been manager of the Burnsville
Ice Center since 1999.

Recycling and compost bins are conveniently located throughout the
building along with educational materials to encourage best practices.
Concessions use certified compostable service-ware as well to further
the facility’s efforts.

History Belongs Here
The Burnsville Ice Center opened to hockey practice on Nov. 20, 1972, and to public skating that December, after
significant construction setbacks due to weather including an April windstorm that collapsed the arena before it was
even finished. It may have been a slow start but from opening day on, the momentum of the arena has built it to one of
the most renowned facilities in the state. A second sheet of ice was added in 1985, leading to popularity with figure
skating, and today its where many lace-up their skates for the first time.
Join us on Saturday, Feb. 5, as we celebrate the rich history of the Burnsville Ice Center with a full day of free fun,
food, games, music, reminiscing and more. We start the morning with RAMS (MN Special Hockey) and the Mite
Jamboree playing on the indoor rinks. High school games kick off on rink 1 beginning at 11 a.m. with a total of four
games bringing the fun into the evening. On rink 2, you’ll find a figure skating exhibition beginning at 12:30 p.m.
Followed by youth games from 3-6:30 p.m. and broomball games starting at 6:45 p.m.
Join us outside from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. for Polar Fest, the coolest festival in Burnsville, for sledding, bonfires, music
and more! There will also be a variety of vendors, face painting, a balloon artist, DJ entertainment, prize drawings
throughout the day and food trucks! All activities and events, including the high school hockey games, are FREE!

CELEBRATING

11A.M. - 2P.M.

Join the Fun

YEARS

FEBRUARY 5 at Burnsville Ice Center
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1964 The Tribute
January 29, 8 p.m.

Since the early eighties, “1964”…The Tribute has been thrilling audiences around the globe by
taking them on journey through a quintessential moment in music history that will live forever. Over
twenty years of researching and performing have made “1964” masters of their craft. They are
hailed by critics and fans alike as THE most authentic and endearing Beatles tribute….which has
earned them the distinction from
Rolling Stone magazine as the “Best Beatles Tribute on Earth”.
f
“1964” recreates an early ‘60s live Beatle concert with period instruments, clothing, hairstyles,
and onstage banter with an accuracy that is unmatched.

That Golden Girls Show! A Puppet Parody
February 1, 7:30 p.m.

‘That Golden Girls Show!’ is a brand-new show that parodies classic Golden Girls moments – with
puppets! Get set for an evening of cheesecake, laughter, jazzercise, shoulder pads, relationships,
and the elegant art of the quick-witted put down. From Sophia’s get-rich-quick schemes, to Rose’s
tales from St Olaf, Blanche’s insatiable hunt for men and the Fountain of Youth, and Dorothy’s
daily struggle to make sense of her life and keep her roommates in check. Devoted fans will fondly
remember our four girls from Miami, and for the first-timers, this will be a joyful introduction to the
brilliance of that television series.

Dinosaur World Live
February 17, 7:30 p.m.

Using stunning puppetry to bring remarkably life-like dinosaurs to the stage, Dinosaur World Live
presents a host of impressive pre-historic creatures including every child’s favorite flesh-eating
giant, the Tyrannosaurus Rex, along with a Giraffatitan, Microraptor, Segnosaurus and Triceratops.
The show introduces Miranda, daughter of paleontologists, who grew up surrounded by dinosaurs
on a far-away island off the coast of South America. She has brought her pre-historic pals to our
shores and would love you to meet them.
Warning: some of these dinosaurs aren’t as docile as they seem!

For Full Event Listings Visit www.Ames-Center.com
12600 Nicollet Ave. Burnsville, MN

