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To Our Community,
As news of COVID-19 has progressed rapidly across the
country and in Minnesota, we have continued to work with our
local and state partners to monitor the changing situation. We
have always placed a high value on providing quality service
to our residents, businesses and visitors, and while we knew that
the pandemic would require us to make operational changes
we have remained committed to providing you with the service
you deserve from us while also protecting the health of our coworkers and community.
In March, we made the difficult decision to close our facilities
to the public and cancel many of our community events through
June 30. It was not a decision we made lightly. We take pride
in the variety of opportunities our community offers and living
our belief that You Belong Here.

From all of us to all of you, thank you for making
Burnsville an incredible community.

We love being able to interact with you every day – you are the reason we come to work and we are eagerly
awaiting the time when we can see you all in person again!
Our many trails and open spaces are open and provide a variety of options for your regular dose of fresh air
and exercise while practicing social distancing guidelines. We are also re-thinking many of our events and creating
virtual opportunities as well as creative ways to come together while staying a healthy distance apart. Many of these
endeavors are new to us, but we’re excited to share our ideas with you.
You can also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community news and details about upcoming events as we plan out
the summer. Feel free to share your photos or messages with us – we love hearing from you!
While many of our staff are working remotely in order to stay safe “at work,” we are still here for you. A directory
of City staff members is available on our website and we invite you to contact us any time. We have a wide variety
of City-related information on our website as well and you may be able to find the answers that you’re looking for at
www.burnsvillemn.gov.
Our continued service goes beyond just answering questions over phone or email. We are still holding City Council
and Advisory Commission meetings, conducting inspections, issuing permits, mowing park areas, improving streets,
maintaining sewer lines and doing all of the things that keep a city humming. Of course, our police and firefighter/
paramedics are available 24-hours-a-day. If you need police, fire or medical response do not hesitate to call 9-1-1.
Thank you for your patience and understanding, and thank you for being part of the Burnsville community!
Wishing you all the best,

-Burnsville City Staff

Information presented in the spring Burnsville Bulletin is accurate at the time of publication.
However, since the COVID-19 situation and reponse changes quickly, please visit
www.burnsvillemn.gov/covid19 for the most up-to-date information.
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E V E N T S
Gardening for Bees and Butterflies

Bees, butterflies and other pollinators are on the decline and need our help. Join
award-winning author Heather Holm for a fascinating discussion on the types of
native pollinators that visit our gardens and how we can foster all parts of their
life cycles.

All events are subject to
change based on health
recommendations.
View the most up-to-date
event information at
www.burnsvillemn.gov.

Heather is a landscape horticulturist and biologist by training, as well as a writer,
designer and publisher. In addition to taking part in native bee research projects,
she informs and educates audiences in the Midwest and Northeast about the
fascinating world of native bees and the native plants that support them.
Who:
When:
Where:
Cost:

Burnsville residents
Thursday, July 23 • 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Burnsville City Hall, 100 Civic Center Parkway
FREE

Register at www.burnsvillemn.gov/nativeplants.

Virtual Landscaping for Clean Water
Workshops

Learn how to save time on yard maintenance and benefit water quality...from
the comfort of your home! This popular workshop, now featured online, focuses
on how to install rain gardens and restore shorelines. The ideas and inspiration
provided will help you get started on a beautiful and environmentally friendly
landscaping project.
Hosted by the Dakota County Soil & Water Conservation District.
Registration ends July 5. But why wait? Sign up today at www.dakotaswcd.org.

Grants Available
Wondering how to make your rain garden or shoreline project a reality? Apply for funding through the City of
Burnsville’s Neighborhood Water Resources Enhancement Grant. Up to $1,000 is offered for eligible projects for
residents and local groups.
Apply by Wednesday, July 15. Applications are available at www.burnsvillemn.gov/WQGRANT.
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BURNSVILLE
SONG
CONTEST
Contest rules and submission
form are available here:
https://files.burnsvillemn.gov/filedrop/Burnsville-Community-Contest

Winner Receives

$500 Cash

+

Professional
Song Recording

Submission Deadline:
June 12, 2020
Submit an original
song that includes the
“You Belong Here”
tagline & “Burnsville”
for a chance to win!
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You Count in Burnsville!

There are a variety of ways to get involved in your community –
your help makes a difference!

Be Counted in the 2020 Census!
Have you filled out your 2020 Census Survey yet? Every person matters and it is EASY, SAFE and
IMPORTANT for everyone in the United States to respond!
The Census is required by the U.S. Constitution every 10 years. Census
statistics are used to determine the number of seats Minnesota will have at
the U.S. House of Representatives. The count of residents also helps secure
needed funds for public services and infrastructure like hospitals, emergency
response, schools and bridges over the next 10 years.
You can respond online at www.2020census.gov and by phone at
844-330-2020. Translation help is available in English or 12 other
languages, as well as guides and videos available online in 59 languages.
When you respond, use the Census ID from the letter or provide your
address. Paper forms will be mailed to households that have not responded.
Respond for the number of people living at your address as of April 1. There
are no questions about citizen status on the survey. Responding now to the
2020 Census will minimize the need for a census taker to follow up and visit
your home in person later this year.
Find more information and take the brief survey at www.2020census.gov.

6

Run for City Council
Your ideas count to help guide the city’s direction! Candidates for Burnsville City Council may file an affidavit for
candidacy May 19 – June 2 for Mayor (one opening) and Council Members (two “at large” openings).
Candidates must be eligible to vote in Minnesota, be at least 21
years of age when assuming office and be a resident of Burnsville
for at least 30 days. Candidates must file an Affidavit of Candidacy
and pay a $20 filing fee with the City Clerk’s office at Burnsville City
Hall from 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. on regular business days and until 5
p.m. on June 2. City Hall will be closed on May 25 in observance of
Memorial Day.
All candidates are invited to an informational meeting on June 3 at 5 p.m. to learn about the election process and
current City “hot topics.”
A municipal primary is held when the number of candidates is one more than twice the number of individuals to be
elected. Should three or more residents file for Mayor, or five or more residents file for City Council, a municipal
primary election will be held on Aug. 11. Candidates’ names for the Mayor position and two City Council positions will
be on the Nov. 3 General Election ballot. All seats are four year terms commencing Jan. 1, 2021.
Learn how to file for candidacy at www.burnsvillemn.gov/elections or contact the City Clerk’s office at 952-895-4468.

Serve Your Community, Join the Election Process and Get Paid!
Become
an
Election
Judge

ElectionnJudges (poll workers) are essential to the voting process. Trained officials are needed
lectio
to Ehelp
voters at polling locations, administer election procedures and ensure that voter rights
Judge
are protected for the upcoming Aug. 11 Primary and Nov. 3 General Election (the City will need
judges to help process ballots even if social distancing orders are in place).
Election judges are paid $10 – $12 per hour (including training) to perform duties such as:

•
•
•
•

Managing a polling place (Co-Chair)
Greeting voters, directing traffic and ensuring people
are in the correct precinct
Signing in registered and non-registered voters
Providing and explaining ballots

•
•
•

Overseeing the ballot counter and handing out “I
Voted” stickers
Setting up and closing down polling places
Certifying polling place results

Election judges are required to attend training, and must meet the following qualifications:
•
•
•

Eligible to vote in the State of Minnesota
Able to speak, read and write the English language
Cannot be a spouse, parent, child or sibling of an
Election Judge serving in same precinct

•

Cannot be a candidate or the spouse, parent, child,
sibling or live in the same household as any candidate
on the ballot in the same precinct

By law, employers must provide paid time off to serve as an Election Judge when given at least 20 days written notice
(some exceptions apply).
To apply visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/elections (click “Election Judge” on left). First consideration will be given to those who
apply by Friday, June 12. With questions, contact the City Clerk’s office at 952-895-4468.
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ELECTIONS
Vote-by-Mail an Option for All Minnesotans
Although Election Day is still months away, COVID-19 could change how Minnesotans want to vote in the
2020 election. State and local officials are already discussing how to make voting as safe, efficient and
effective as possible during the pandemic. Luckily, Minnesota already has options in place to allow all
voters to vote by mail if they choose.
“We need to treat elections in Minnesota as a public health issue,” Secretary of State Steve Simon said in a recent
teleconference, “Because if we guess right now and guess...that it will be over by August or there won’t be a wave two
in November and if we guess wrong, we’re in for a real disaster of an election season.”
While discussions are ongoing, the question stands: What can Minnesota voters do to stay safe this election?
Absentee Voting – No Reason or Absence Required
Voters can cast a ballot while avoiding in-person polls by receiving an absentee ballot. Any Minnesota voter may
apply to have an absentee ballot sent to them – even if the voter will be in their precinct on Election Day.
Voting by mail is easy! Once a voter has their ballot, there are only a few steps that they need to take:
•
•
•

Carefully read the included instructions on how to complete the ballot
Have a witness present (either a Minnesota voter or a notary) to sign off that
the voter completed their own ballot
Mail the ballot back as soon as possible

Return Ballots on Time
Ballots should be mailed or dropped off at Burnsville City Hall. The ballot will be
opened and counted within a week prior to Election Day.
Any ballots received after Election Day will not be accepted. Absentee ballots must
be received at Burnsville City Hall by 3 p.m. on Election Day. Being postmarked by
Election Day does not mean a ballot will be counted.
Voting Early In-Person
Voters can also receive and cast a ballot at Burnsville City Hall during In-Person
Direct Balloting approximately one week before Election Day.
Learn more about voting by mail and apply for an absentee ballot from the Minnesota
Secretary of State’s website at www.mnvotes.org or from the Burnsville City Clerk at
www.burnsvillemn.gov/elections.
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Important Dates
State & Local Primary
• Absentee Voting:
June 26 – Aug. 10
• In-Person Direct Balloting:
Aug. 4 – 10
• State & Local Primary:
Aug. 11
General Election
• Absentee Voting:
Sept. 18 – Nov. 2
• In-Person Direct Balloting:
Oct. 27 – Nov. 2
• General Election Day:
Nov. 3

Birnamwood Golf Course’s Innovative Solution to
Minimize Grass Kill
Every year starting in June, Birnamwood Golf Course – much like a teenager during puberty – starts to show
blemishes. These course imperfections are patches of dead grass on the tee boxes, collars of the greens and fairways.
As the guardian of the course, Daniel Rootes, Golf Course Superintendent immediately knew the cause of the unsightly
blotches. No amount of acne cream was going to help clear up this outbreak.
Challenge: Keeping The Bugs at Bay
“When you see green footprints and everything around it is brown, it’s obvious the grass-killing culprit is bug spray,”
Rootes shared.
Birnamwood does not spray chemicals for mosquito/pest control. With Birnamwood’s commitment to minimal
environmental impact and the abundance of natural amenities, there are bound to be a few pesky insects on the
course. Therefore, golfers must take personal bug protection into their own hands.
Golfers applied repellent whenever and wherever needed – many times while standing on grass – throughout the
course. Bug repellent does keep irritating pests at bay, but it also kills grass where it is sprayed.
According to Rootes, it is an ongoing problem throughout the industry. Most courses experience this issue because
golfers don’t realize that bug spray is toxic to grass.
Solution: Think Outside of the “Tee” Box
Staff acknowledged that golfers need to use bug repellent to enjoy their round. The question became, “how can it be
used without damaging the course?” The answer? Spray stations.
Birnamwood created “spray stations” during the 2019 golf
season – designated areas where it is safe to apply insect
repellent without damaging the course. Spray Stations are
located outside of the clubhouse, on the east side of the tunnel
on the way to Hole 2, and on the way from Hole 6 to Hole 7.
Each station has an instructional sign and a bucket of spray
bottles filled with environmentally friendly bug spray.
Signs next to the first spray station outside the clubhouse help
spread awareness of the damage bug spray can cause. When
the spray stations were first installed, golf course staff heard “I
never knew” from many of their golfers.
“I’ve not seen anything like this before,” shared Rootes. “It’s
unique and everyone loves it.” Rootes said that golfers have
been thankful for the information and have said that the spray
stations will allow them take care of the course they love.
Birnamwood has seen about a 75% reduction in damaged turf,
and will provide spray stations once again this season.
Birnamwood is open for the season! Book your tee time by calling
The Spray Station outside the clubhouse includes a
952-641-1370.
sign explaining the damage caused by repellent and a
bucket filled with environmentally-friendly bug spray.
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Emerald Ash Borer Update
Emerald ash borer (EAB) is an invasive insect
that kills ash trees, and was confirmed in
Burnsville in 2018. The City actively manages
EAB in parks and streets. Poor quality ash
trees are removed and replanted with
diverse tree species.
Healthy ash trees are chemically treated to
protect from EAB infestation. This limits its
This tiny insect is a big threat to spread and helps maintain a healthy urban
Minnesota’s ash trees.
forest canopy.
You can help limit the spread of EAB
• Learn the symptoms of an infested tree at www.burnsvillemn.gov/EAB
• Report suspected insects or declining ash trees to City staff
• Take action by treating and protecting healthy ash trees. If treatment isn’t
planned, then removal should be scheduled or all ash trees will become
infested with EAB. Removals and pruning should happen Oct. 1 – April 30.
Residents must hire a licensed tree contractor for removal or treatment.
Find a list of licensed contractors at www.burnsvillemn.gov/forestry

Minnesota is home to millions of ash
trees. Patches on the bark may be a
sign of EAB infestation.

Neighborhood Buckthorn Pickup Program
Buckthorn is an invasive plant that has many negative
impacts on the environment. Removing buckthorn is a
challenge but it’s worth the battle if you want to help
local wildlife, prevent erosion and make your woods more
usable.
Residents are invited to team up to organize a buckthorn
removal project on private property in their neighborhood.
If your group is selected for the program, the City will then
pick up the cut buckthorn free-of-charge.
Neighborhoods must apply and be approved to qualify
for a free pickup. A minimum of three participating
homeowners is required. Pick up options may also be
available for individual property owners with large lots.
Applications are due by Friday, July 31. For more information or to apply visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/nominate.
Volunteers are also needed to remove buckthorn on City parkland – learn more at www.burnsvillemn.gov/volunteer.
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Safely Dispose of
Hazardous Materials
When the time comes for spring cleaning, it can be hard to
know how to dispose of certain items. Hazardous waste is
illegal to put in the trash, and should stay out of your home
recycling cart. The household items below are just some of
the hazardous materials you can bring to the Recycling Zone
in Eagan for safe and FREE disposal.
Vaping Devices – As concerns rise over the safety
of vaping, people are ditching more frequently.
Vaping pens, e-cigarettes and other similar
devices have batteries that could cause fires, so it
is important to keep them out of your home recycling and
trash. Instead, bring vaping devices to the Recycling Zone in
Eagan for proper disposal. Make sure it is turned off before
dropping it off for recycling.
Mercury – Mercury, despite its toxicity, is still
used in several products around your home,
including thermometers, fluorescent bulbs and
non-programmable thermostats. When you’re
done using these products, bring them to the Recycling Zone
for free, safe disposal. You can even pick up a free digital
thermometer when you drop off an old mercury thermometer.

Redeem this disposal coupon at the Burnsville
Sanitary Landfill to drop off one pickup truck (or
equivalent sized) load of bulky items for FREE!

: During business hours from
May 31, 2020 to December 31, 2020
: Monday-Friday 7:00 am-4:30 pm
: Burnsville Sanitary Landfill, 2650 West Cliff Rd.
: Mattresses, furniture, carpeting,
windows, doors, and small amounts of lumber.
: Appliances, electronics,
hazardous or yard waste.
Burnsville Driver’s License required.
Limited to one pickup truck load
(or trailer of equivalent size)

Expires 12/31/20. One per household. No copies or
reproductions will be accepted. Burnsville residents only.
Businesses are not eligible for this promotion.
For directions or specific item information, call
at 952-890-1100
Other questions? Call Dakota Valley Recycling at 952-895-4511

Ammunition – Due to its explosive properties,
ammunition should not be placed in your home trash
or recycling carts, as it can be dangerous for you
and the people collecting them. Instead, bring your
ammunition to the Recycling Zone for safe disposal. Please
do not bring ammunition to the Burnsville Police Department,
as they have discontinued their collection.
Batteries – Some batteries contain toxic metals
like lead and cadmium, which can pose a harm
to human health and our water and land if
trashed. Bring all your batteries – single-use and
rechargeable, small or big – to the Recycling Zone for
free drop-off. The metals, acids and plastic that compose
batteries can all be used to make new products. Please tape
both ends of each battery with any kind of tape to help out
Recycling Zone staff.
For a list of items accepted at the Recycling Zone, check out
the Environmental Guide on pages 12 – 13, or visit
www.dakotacounty.us and search Recycling Zone.
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Environmental Guide
Environmental Guide for Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan and Lakeville
DakotaValleyRecycling.org

|

Tw i t t e r : @ D V R e c y c l i n g

|

952.895.4559

proper purge

Have you been inspired to purge your stuff by watching shows like Tidying Up with Marie Kondo on Netflix?
Instead of throwing away all the books and clothes that don’t spark joy, get rid of them in a way that is good
for the environment — donate, sell, borrow and repair.
bo r r ow i t
Next time you need a kitchen
gadget or tool, don’t buy it,
borrow it! Ask your next door
neighbor or go to NextDoor.
com.

donate it
Clothes, mattresses, half used
paint cans, kitchen appliances
and more can all be brought to
places like Goodwill, Bridging,
and the The Recycling Zone.

BYE BYE JUNK MAIL
Simple steps to decrease your
junk mail waste.
Unsubscribe Online
Search dmachoice.thedma.org
and unsubscribe for $2.

Cancel Credit Card and
Insurance Offers by Phone
Call toll-free 1-888-5-OPT-OUT
(1-888-567-8688) or visit
optoutprescreen.com

sell it
Make some money from your
items. Go to Facebook Marketplaces, ThredUp, or Dakota
County Swap Spots to check
out your options.

r e pa i r i t
Repair broken items, go
to a local repair shop, or
attend a Fix-It-Clinic. Visit
www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org
and search “Fix-It-Clinic” to
find upcoming dates.

choose to reuse
The more you reuse the same bag, the less its environmental
impact per use becomes.
Tips to remember your reusa ble bag s

• Put bags in your house near the door you exit
• Add “bags” to the top of your grocery list before shopping
• Leave a few bags in your car

local organics options
Sign up to bring food scraps, paper towels, and compostable items to a Dakota County drop-off site.
Organics recycling creates a usable product and keeps valuable material out of the landfill where it creates methane, a greenhouse
gas 20 times more potent than carbon dioxide.
To sign up, email organics@co.dakota.mn.us, call 952-891-7557, or visit www.dakotacounty.us and search “organics.”
Dakota Lodge

Holland Lake Trailhead

The Mulch Store (aka SET)

1200 Stassen Rd., West St. Paul

1100 Cliff Rd., Eagan

16454 Blaine Ave. E., Rosemount

Lakeville Water Treatment
7570 179th St., Lakeville

This guide is partially funded by Dakota County, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and the Cities of Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan and Lakeville
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RECYCLING AT HOME

These guidelines apply to residents in Apple Valley, Burnsville, Eagan and Lakeville

Paper & Boxes

Plastic Containers

Metal Cans

Staples and plastic in window envelopes okay.
Flatten boxes.
• Mail, office and school papers

Empty, caps on
• ALL plastic bottles

Empty, no washing needed
• Aluminum beverage cans

• Magazines, catalogs, newspapers, and inserts

• ALL milk, juice and water jugs

• Steel soup and food cans

• Margarine, cream cheese
and other tubs

Cartons

• Phone books, notebooks, and paperbacks
• Refrigerated food and beverage boxes,
including pop and beer cases

• Yogurt, pudding and fruit cups

• Cardboard and Boxes:
Cereal, cracker and pasta
Shoes, gifts and electronics
Toothpaste and medicine
Dryer sheets and detergent
Tissues

• Plastic labeled numbers
1, 2, and 5

• Clear produce and deli containers

• Juice boxes

Glass Bottles
Empty, no washing needed
• Glass beverage bottles and
food jars

Leave these out
• Plastic bags
• Styrofoam™ products
• Ropes, hoses & chains

Empty, no washing needed
• Milk, soup, broth and
wine cartons

• Batteries
• Beverage & food pouches
• Dishes & drinking glasses
651-905-4520
3365 Dodd Road
Eagan, MN

Remember: Clean and Dry!

• Plastic straws & utensils
• Medical sharps
• Condiment packages

www.dakotacounty.us
Search: Recycling Zone

• Snack bags and
wrappers

Wed: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Thurs: Noon – 8 p.m.
Fri: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sat: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Services Offered at The Recycling Zone

A valid driver’s license is required to bring items to The Recycling Zone.
Household Hazardous Waste Area
Paint, cleaners, chemicals, batteries,
gasoline, automotive fluids and
fluorescent bulbs accepted for free
(households ONLY)
Recycling (Free)
Glass bottles and jars, plastic
bottles/jugs/tubs, metal cans,
paper, cardboard, scrap metal
and cooking oil
Home Sharps
Sharps (needles, syringes, lancets) in a
rigid, sealed container with the label
“Do not recycle: household sharps.”
Accepted for free from residents only.

Electronics Recycling
Computers & accessories, laptops,
VCRs, DVD players and game systems
(Free households ONLY). Small
household electronics such as toasters,
coffee makers, hair dryers and vacuum
cleaners are also accepted. Remove
batteries and glass parts. TVs and
“computer monitor fee: $10/each
Not Accepted: major appliances,
microwaves, exercise equipment, humidifiers, dehumidifiers, water heaters,
medical waste.

Reuse Zone
Products brought in for disposal—
such as paint, cleaners, fertilizers and
solvents—are available for free to
visitors if they are still useable.
Check out these other services:

· Eyeglasses Recycling
· Lead Sinker Exchange
· Mercury Thermometer Exchange

For a full list of items that can be
disposed of at The Recycling Zone,
go to www.dakotacounty.us and
search “materials accepted.”

Tarjumaadda Af-Soomaaliga, booqo www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org // Para la traducción al español, visita www.dakotavalleyrecycling.org

13

Storm Drain Stenciling
If you are looking for a fun service opportunity this summer, consider
storm drain stenciling this summer! Using paint and stencils with messages
like “Dump no waste, drains to lake,” volunteers mark storm drains in their
neighborhood.
This hands-on opportunity helps improve water quality by educating
the public to keep storm drains free of debris and substances that will
pollute local lakes, ponds, and streams.
Storm drain stenciling is quick and easy! Volunteering typically takes place May through September and volunteers
only need to commit to 1 – 2 hours according to their schedule. All materials are provided.
Sign up to volunteer at www.burnsvillemn.gov/naturalresources.

Protecting Ponds and Lakes – Report Pollution Spills
Pollution spills or dumping in local ponds is rare but it is reported almost
every year. Most often, it occurs when pollution ends up in a storm drain
and is transported to the pond through the underground storm sewer system.
Residents can help protect local water quality by watching for signs of
pollution around storm drains or in the ponds themselves.
Signs of a pollution spill could include an unusual coloration to the water
when it enters the pond, or staining around the storm drain. Examples of
pollutants that have been dumped are paint, carpet cleaning waste water
and motor oil. Reporting potential spills allows City staff to investigate the
report and potentially clean up the pollution if caught early enough.
If you suspect a pollution spill has occurred, notify the public works department
at 952-895-4550 or contact 9-1-1 after normal working hours.
Some spills can be cleaned up when
reported early.

Drinking Water
Certified Safe
14

The City’s annual Drinking Water Report is available at
www.burnsvillemn.gov/waterreport.
Individuals may request a paper copy by calling 952-895-4550.

Top 3 Things You Can Do To Protect Ponds and Lakes
Water pollution can come from all residential properties. Do your part to keep our waters clean and healthy.

1

Prevent Soil Erosion
Plant hardy low maintenance grass
varieties or native plants into areas
with thin vegetation. Use erosion
control during yard projects to
prevent soil runoff.

2

3

Pick Up After Your Pet
Your dog is great but its droppings
aren’t the greatest thing for water
quality when they wash down the
storm drain. Pet waste harbors
harmful bacterial and boosts algae
growth so pack a bag and clean up
what your pet leaves behind.

Harvest Your Runoff
Build your own raingarden or
purchase a rain barrel to capture
your rooftop runoff. Landscaping for
Clean Water Workshops offered this
spring will teach you everything you
need to know to get started with your
own raingarden.

Silt Fence Controls Construction Site Erosion
Silt fence is one of many methods that contractors use to help control
sediment runoff from construction sites. When properly installed, these
barriers help stop pollution from draining into waterways when it rains.
When not installed correctly, insufficiently maintained or damaged – silt
fence won’t do its job. Sediment will be carried off the site, decreasing
water quality and requiring expensive pond sediment removal projects.
If you observe a construction site where sediment or mud is being carried
off of the site, please contact Engineering Technician Walter Ehresmann
at 952-895-4463 or walter.ehresmann@burnsvillemn.gov.

Accumulated sand or dirt on nearby paved
surfaces is a sign of a damaged or incorrectly
installed silt fence.
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Irrigation Controllers Help Save Water and Money
Credit Available for Purchase, Installation of Smart Controller

Your in-lawn irrigation system could be wasting water and money. Most sprinklers run on a timer, but they don’t take
into account whether or not the lawn actually needs watering.
Irrigation systems can run too long or too often – leading to overwatering. This can be a drain on your water bill, a
waste of water, and create shallow root systems that are bad for your lawn.
“I wish I knew about Smart
Smart irrigation controllers – which can be purchased at most home improvement
Controllers earlier! Thanks to the
stores – act like a thermostat for your sprinkler system. They use local weather
City for making me aware and for
reports and forecasts to determine how much it has rained in recent days and
the $200 credit to install one.
how much it’s expected to rain. Using this information, the controller can then turn
I have told many people about
on and off automatically when it will be most effective for the lawn.
the program and how pleased
I was with the results.”
Water Bill Credit Available
For the second year, Burnsville residents can receive a credit of up to $200 on
-2019 Rebate Program Participant
their water bill by purchasing and installing a smart irrigation controller.
To request a credit, residents must:
• Have an in-lawn irrigation system that is connected to the City’s water supply
• Purchase and install a WaterSense-certified smart irrigation controller (controllers can
be purchased from Jan. 1 – July 31, 2020)
• Fill out and submit an online request at www.burnsvillemn.gov/water
• Include a photo/scan of the receipt/proof of purchase
• Include a photo of the irrigation controller’s box showing the WaterSense logo
• Include a photo of the irrigation controller installed at your home
Look for the WaterSense
logo when purchasing
your controller.

Irrigation controllers require a smart phone for set up and a Wi-Fi connection to monitor
weather conditions.
To request a credit visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/water. Requests are due by Friday, July 31.

Lawn Watering Restrictions Now in Effect
Watering restrictions help ensure an adequate water supply in the hot summer months. Burnsville’s watering restrictions
are in effect from April 1 to Sept. 30.
•
•
•
•
•
•

16

Homes with even-numbered addresses may water their lawns before 11 a.m.
or after 3 p.m. on even-numbered calendar dates
Homes with odd-numbered addresses may water their lawns before 11 a.m.
or after 3 p.m. on odd-numbered calendar dates
Both even and odd addresses can water on the 31st of a month
No lawn or garden sprinkling or other irrigation can take place between
11 a.m. and 3 p.m. on any day
Hand-watering of flower pots/baskets and gardens is permitted at any time
Residents with newly seeded lawns or new sod and landscaping can contact
the City’s Public Works Department at 952-895-4550 to be placed on a
20-day restriction exemption list

Irrigation controllers can be
programmed to only run on evenor odd-numbered days!

Nine Tips Burnsville Homeowners Should Know
It takes an entire community to keep Burnsville a clean and attractive place to live. Homes and other properties should
be well-maintained and safe to preserve the quality of life for everyone in a neighborhood. Here are some tips on
how you can solve common property maintenance issues.

1

Address Numbers
Help police, firefighters and paramedics find your
home during an emergency. Address numbers on the front
of your home should be at least four inches high and a
color that stands out to be seen day and night.

2

Exterior Storage
Winter, spring, summer or fall – there’s always a
season in Minnesota for recreational vehicles such as
boats, snowmobiles and ATVs. These vehicles can be
stored outside on a trailer. Other items such as bicycles,
toys, lawn furniture and grills can be left out, but ideally
should be stored behind the house, in a shed or garage.

3

Home-Based Businesses
Burnsville welcomes home-based businesses!
However, the exterior parking of trailers or equipment
associated with a home business is not allowed. Find
resources to help grow your business at
www.burnsvillemn.gov/business.

4

Lawns
Summer can get busy, but don’t forget to show your
lawn some love. Lawns must be mowed and maintained
at a length no greater than eight inches. Residents and
businesses are responsible for maintaining boulevard
grasses. Got a green thumb? Learn about environmentally
friendly landscaping and pollinator lawns at
www.burnsvillemn.gov/nativeplants.

5

General Maintenance
For everyone’s safety, keep structures free of
hazards and in good condition. Regularly check and
maintain areas like fences, sheds, retaining walls, building
walls, soffits, door/window trim, fascia, dead trees,
gutters and sidewalks.

6

Overnight On-Street Parking
Cars and trucks parked on the street overnight pose
public safety hazards and obstruct public service vehicles
like ambulances and snow plows. That’s why on-street
parking is prohibited from 2 – 6 a.m. daily. Temporary
permits may be requested from the Police Department at
www.burnsvillemn.gov/parking.

7

Vehicles
It’s the perfect time of year to show off your car,
truck or vintage hot rod. Park those vehicles on the
driveway or in your garage. All parked vehicles must be
drivable and have up-to-date registration.
RVs, boats and trailers, utility trailers, etc. may be parked
on the driveway up to 14 consecutive days. If you won’t
be getting some use out of those vehicles for a while,
they should be stored behind the front of the house on a
parking pad. Parking on the grass is not permitted.

8

Responsible Pet Owners
Who doesn’t love presents? Not very many people
when the “presents” are left behind by pets. For the
health and safety of people and the environment, pet
waste may not be left on any public or private property.

9

Trash
Trash your trash – properties should be clear of all
trash, including brush and yard clippings. Trash bins should
be stored in a garage or behind the front of the house.
Be sure to control the overflow and keep trash contained
inside the bins.
Leaves and grass in the street can cause damage to the
sewer system and affect nearby lakes and aquatic life. It
is best to compost yard waste.

For more information about property maintenance, visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/property. Contact the City’s Property
Maintenance Department at code@burnsvillemn.gov or 952-895-4440 for code complaints or questions.
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New Mapping System Helps Firefighters Plan for
Emergency Response
GIS streamlined the process by creating a digital map
layer that showed the location of all of the private fire
hydrants in the city. The system allowed contractors to use
an iPad, tap an icon on the map and enter information
about that particular hydrant. Fire staff were then able to
track progress in real-time – they could see what hydrant
was being inspected, how many had been inspected that
week and other important information.

Pre-plans provide detailed information for large structures
and multi-family housing units.
The results of almost every internet search includes a
map. Maps present a location-based representation of
the world and allow us to process information in a spatial
manner. A new digital mapping system changed the
Burnsville Fire Department’s world in 2018 when they
began using geographical information systems (GIS).
What is GIS
GIS is a computerized mapping system built of layers
upon layers of information. GIS lets users visualize,
analyze, and interpret data to understand relationships,
patterns, and trends. Layers consist of locations of manmade and natural features along with other types of
information such as maintenance and permit history. Each
layer can be turned on and off to provide a specific
combination of information for the user.

“GIS streamlined the inspection process,” said BJ
Jungmann, Burnsville Fire Chief. “This greatly reduced the
amount of staff time required and allowed easy oversight
for a large project.”
GIS Mapping and Fire Pre-plans
Fire pre-plans are an important tool in the fire fighting
arsenal. A pre-plan gathers information about a building
or structure before a fire or other disaster in order to be
prepared to deal with it once it occurs.
Pre-plans had been challenging to create and update in
the past. Fire staff would print or hand-draw a map, take
it to the site and mark it with information. They would then
bring it back to the station only to struggle to find the
best way to get it into a usable and shareable form.
This process would take months to complete one facility
because pre-plans had to work around calls for service.
With this start-and-stop process, building pre-plans
often required multiple site visits and rechecking existing
information to find the correct restart point.

Background
In 2018, the City brought on Matt Taran as the GIS
Coordinator. The goal was to expand GIS beyond its
traditional uses for Public Works and Engineering. Taran
began to research how GIS could be used by other
departments to make processes more efficient. One of the
first projects started at the Fire Department.
Fire’s First GIS Mapping Project
Burnsville has 1,079 private fire hydrants that need to
be inspected each year. The initial process was paper
driven and required staff to input information from phone
calls, emails and other documents onto a hard-copy map.
It took a substantial amount of time to track and was
susceptible to human error.
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Updating multiple-family housing pre-plans are a top
priority for the Fire Department due to the buildings’
multiple access points.

When looking at how GIS could make this process more
efficient, the most important factor was that the system
needed to have an easy interface so any department
staff would be able to use it regardless of their technical
skills. It also needed to be easily accessed, updated and
have the capacity to include photos of the site.
The end result is a new electronic pre-plan system
designed for use on mobile devices like an iPad. A
building can be pulled up on a digital map by its address
and firefighter/paramedics can add pre-plan information
that instantly syncs to a centralized database allowing all
Fire Department users to see the updated pre-plan map
in near real-time. This data syncing also allows multiple
firefighter/paramedics to work on the same building preplan simultaneously which decreases the amount of time
needed at one facility.
“We gained serious efficiency here,” said Doug Nelson,
Assistant Fire Chief. “This allows us to update pre-plans
much quicker, which helps our emergency response.”
Nelson said updating pre-plans for multi-family dwellings
is the highest priority for fire department staff.
GIS Mapping and Emergency Response
GIS helps make emergency response more efficient by
answering critical questions before firefighter/paramedics
arrive on scene. Each fire truck is equipped with a
computer that can pull up an aerial view of the city.
Specific GIS layers, like pre-plans, are turned on which
provides the ability to make tactical decisions while in
route to the response location.
“The power of this system is amazing,” said Jamie Glover,
Burnsville Fire Captain. “We are able to see the overall
layout of the structure, the best place to set the truck, if
there are any hazardous materials and more.”
Glover said that the use of GIS mapping doesn’t stop
when firefighter/paramedics arrive on scene. Someone
stays inside the truck and relays pertinent information
from the system to other members of the team.
The implementation of GIS for private fire hydrant
inspections, pre-plans and emergency response has
saved a substantial amount of staff time and made fire
department processes easier and less time consuming for
all staff.

Captain Jamie Glover uses the GIS mapping system en route
to start discussing response options with other responders.
“Seeing someone struggle with a process and then being
able to provide them with tools that allow them do the job
better and with greater ease is the most gratifying piece
to me,” said Matt Taran, Burnsville GIS Coordinator. “As a
City, we will continue to search out opportunities to allow
technology to make our work more efficient.”

The Benefits of
Creating Pre-Plans
A pre-plan documents the details of a
building and site specifics such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Entrances
Hazardous materials
Gas lines/shutoffs
Electric boxes/shutoffs
Building layout
Keyholder
Emergency contact information
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New Residential Buildings
Move Into Burnsville
The City of Burnsville welcomed the opening of two new residential projects by
Roers Companies this spring.

Havenwood
The first to open was Havenwood of Burnsville located at
14401 Grand Ave. South, near the intersection of I-35W
and I-35E, just off of County Road 42. Havenwood of
Burnsville includes 134 units of active senior living, assisted
living and memory care.

Maven
The next to open was Maven located at 7 Travelers Trail West
just south of Highway 13 and west of Nicollet Avenue in the
Heart of the City. This apartment development includes 137
market-rate units, ground floor retail and beautiful skyline
views of Minneapolis. The location is in close proximity to
various amenities like the Ames Center, Nicollet Commons
Park, bus service, retail and restaurants.

Looking for Local Business News?
The City of Burnsville has launched a new economic development e-newsletter –
Opportunity Belongs Here! The newsletter highlights business resources, news and events
aimed at keeping Burnsville business owners, employers, real estate professionals and
other stakeholders informed of City happenings.
Signing up is easy! Visit www.burnsvillemn.gov/business.

Welcome to These New Burnsville Businesses
•
•
•

Socially Handcrafted
Tavern 13
Hot Springs Spa

•
•
•

Only 1 Auto Glass
Leg up Life Skills
DaVita Kidney Care

If you have a new business in Burnsville contact Economic Development Coordinator Jamie Scheffer at 952-895-4454 or
jamie.scheffer@burnsvillemn.gov to schedule a welcome visit.

20

Supporting Local Businesses
Have you heard the saying that a real person does a little dance every time you purchase an item or service from
their business? Supporting local businesses helps make our community better and stronger. Fortunately, there are a few
easy ways to support local businesses whether you have money in your wallet or just want to spread goodwill!

Make an online purchase from your favorite local business! If they are
not open or do not have an online option, consider buying a gift card to
use in the future.

SHOP LOCAL
ONLINE

•

Order takeout for a date night in

•

Order takeout or treats to send to frontline workers

•

Purchase gift card for a friend, coworker or family member, and
send it to them with a note

•

Buy ahead – get presents bought for upcoming birthdays or even
next Christmas

•

Treat yourself to something you have had your eye on!

Social media is one way local businesses connect with their customers.
It is also a great way for you to stay in touch and support them!

ENGAGE ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

•

Like, comment or share a local business posts on social media

•

Leave a review on social media or Google. Reviews can make a
large impact on people’s decisions to support businesses. Show
Burnsville businesses how much they mean to you!

•

Tag a friend in a business’s post that you think they need to see, or
tell them you miss spending time with them at your favorite location

Post a photo that you took of your favorite local business, product, or
meal. Make sure to tag the business in the post!

SMALL BUSINESS
SHOUT OUT

•

What is the last photo you took at a local business? Share the photo
on social media

•

Take a selfie in front of your favorite businesses! If you aren’t a
fan of selfies, get creative and take a photo of the store from an
interesting angle or of your four-legged friend in front of the store

•

Share a video of you using your favorite product

Whatever you do, have fun while supporting local business and let them to know that they belong here.
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COVID-19 Business Resources
The COVID-19 pandemic has affected every part of our lives and livelihoods in some way. One of the most dramatic
effects of the pandemic is the economic impact it has had on our community, state and country. Since mid-March,
approximately 600,000 workers have filed for unemployment insurance and thousands of businesses are either closed
or partially closed.
To address the immediate impacts, State and Federal governments have quickly developed resources available to
business owners of differing sizes and sectors. The City of Burnsville and its partners at the Burnsville Chamber of
Commerce and Dakota County have worked to alert businesses of these resources. The City of Burnsville has a devoted
area on its website for COVID-19 response and recovery resources. These links provide information for individual and
businesses seeking more information.
Additionally, the Burnsville Chamber of Commerce has put together top recommended resources. These recommended
resources are updated frequently to reflect the changing environment of response and recovery.
View the City’s COVID-19 information at www.burnsvillemn.gov/covid19. Visit the Burnsville Chamber of Commerce at
www.burnsvillechamber.com/coronavirus.

Recommended
COVID-19 Resources
for Your Business

US Chamber Guide to Federal Small Business Stimulus Aid Programs
bit.ly/StimulusAidPrograms
MN DEED Information and Resources for Employers and Businesses
bit.ly/MNDEEDcoronavirus
MN Small Business Loan Guaranteed Programs
bit.ly/MNDEEDSBL
US Chamber FAQ on COVID-19 Small Business Loans
bit.ly/USChamberCOVIDFAQ
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Physically Distant, Civically Together
Burnsville Embraces Online Public Meetings for
City Council and Commissions
Burnsville City Council members are trading their
council chairs for kitchen stools in support of safety
recommendations during the COVID-19 crisis. The
City has begun temporarily utilizing Zoom video
conferencing software to broadcast all City meetings.

The City Council and staff members at a work session in April.

The decision to use Zoom came from the City’s
Information Technology (IT) Department after
thorough review of online conferencing tools for public
meetings. Once the software was chosen, testing and
troubleshooting followed to ensure virtual cohesiveness.

“Zoom provides the ability to join a meeting using a standard telephone, smartphone, tablet, laptop or desktop
computer,” IT Director Tom Venables said. “It’s free for attendees, and each meeting includes a toll free number
associated with it so people can call in and participate in the meeting.”
Meeting attendees join from all different locations including the TV crew that broadcasts the meeting for viewers
at home. Burnsville Community Television’s (BCTV) Television Production Specialist, Jay Golden, describes the Zoom
meeting process much like any cable news program on TV that broadcasts a live reporter from around the world. Only
with this process, Zoom’s cloud resources are leveraged to combine the images of each meeting member to bring them
all together virtually as opposed to in a control room.
This endeavor doesn’t come without its challenges. Residents are accustomed to attending, and participating in, City
Council meetings in-person. For items that are designated for public comment, individuals can visit
www.burnsvillemn.gov/calendar for instructions on how to engage virtually.
Burnsville leadership understands community members may not feel as comfortable speaking to the City Council
through a smart phone as they would with a face-to-face conversation in front of the dais. That said, Golden feels it’s
imperative to remain transparent and accessible to residents.
“We, as City Council members, Commissioners and staff, work for Burnsville’s residents and community,” Golden
said. “They demand access to their government, and we want folks to know the City takes this charge very seriously,
especially during these unprecedented times.”
While the engagement has changed, the viewing opportunity has not. Those who want to
tune in can still watch meetings live on BCTV channels 16 and 859 or online at
www.burnsvillemn.gov/meetings.
With the help of Zoom, and multi-department collaboration, virtual public meetings are
just the latest obstacle the City of Burnsville is tackling to ensure the local government is
meeting the needs of its residents.
“All departments quickly rallied to adopt, learn and adapt new on-line tools to provide
continuity of services, real-time communication and minimize the impact on public
processes,” Venables said. “Staff continue to be successfully engaged in new processes
to improve the delivery of services and information during these challenging times.”

BCTV’s Jay Golden managing
a broadcast from his home.
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